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1 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. INTEREST ON TRUST ACCOUNTS SCR 13.03

CHAPTER SCR 13

INTEREST ON TRUST ACCOUNTS PROGRAM AND PUBLIC
INTEREST LEGAL SERVICES FUND

SCR13.01 Creation and purpose. SCR13.04 Attorney participation in the program.
SCR13.015  Definitions. SCR13.045 Assessment of attorneys for fund; enforcement.
SCR13.02 Administration. SCR13.05 Grants.

SCR13.03 Powers and duties of the board.

Note: SCR Chapter 13 was adopted Ma2dh 1986; amended June 10, 1987: JanSCR 13.03 Powers and duties of the board. (1) In con
uary22, 1990; July 1, 2005; March 25, 2008. sultationwith the state bar board of governors, the besrall

SCR 13.01 Creation and purpose.  In order to aid the courts adoptarticles of incorporatiorylaws and rules and procedures
; - ; : N . g consistenwith this chaptefor the operation and administration
in carrying on andimproving the administration of justice and to f the fund and the prggram and Fhe management offitssaf
facilitatethe improved delivery of legal services to persons of IlnExce tas provided in sub. (2), these actions are subject to review
ited means in non—criminal matters the following are created: ptas p NS . J€C
. by the supreme court on its own motion or upon petition of any
(Im) An interest on trust accounts program.

(2m) A public int 0l | . fund interestedparty
m punlic Interest legal services tuna.
History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd4-05 2005 WI 35, 277 \ig. 2d xiii. (Im) The board shall manage the fund and the prograch

may invest any moneys received by the fund or progransis

SCR 13.015 Definitions. In this chapterunless theontext €Nt with the purposes of this Chapter

otherwiserequires: (2) (a) The board shall accept grant applications and make
(1) “Attorney” means a person who is a member of the staggantsor expenditures from the program for asfythe following
bar of Wisconsin. purposes:

(2) “Available funds’means net assets less a realistic estimate 1- T0 aid the courts and improve taéministration of justice
of the reasonable and necessary expeoisti® board and other Py providing legal services to persons of limited means.
costsreasonably and necessarily incurfedthe administration 2. To fund programs for the benefit of the public as may be
of the program or the fund. specificallyapproved from time to time by tlseipreme court for

(3) “Board” means the board specified in SCR 13.02 (1). exclusivelypublic purposes.

(4) “Fund” means the public interetdgal services fund 3. To pay the reasonable and necessary expeh#es board
createdunder SCR 13.01 (2) consisting of the annual assessmeattd other costs reasonably and necessarily inctioretie admin
receivedby the State Bar under SCR 13.045und direct legal istrationof the program.
servicesto persons of limited means in non-criminal matters.  (am) The board shalhccept grant applications and make

(5) “Net Assets” means total assets minus total liabilities. grantsor expenditures from the fund &id the courts and improve

(6) “Program” means the interest on trust accounts progrdfe administration of justice by providing legal aid to persons of
consistingof the funds received by the program under SCRmited means.

20:1.15(c) (1m), and from othesources including, but not limited  (b) Grant-making decisions of the boam final and not sub
to grants, gifts, and bequests to the fund, however denominategt to appeal or judicial review

from any person or entifyoublic or private. . (4) If a client asserts a claim against an attorney based upon
(7) “State bar” means the state bar a@énsin. _ the attorneys determination to place the clienfunds in a trust
History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd)4-05 2005 WI35, filed 3-24-05, 277 W. 2d xiii. accountunder SCR 20:1.15 (€]) rather than in a segregated trust
accountunder SCR20:1.15 (c) (2), the board, upon written

SCR 13.02 Administration. (1) The fund and program shall requestby the attorneyshall review the claim and:

be operated by the board of asébnsin nonstock, nonprofibr . . .
pora?ion organ)i/zed for law-related charitable aadue:ational (@) If, at the time of their deposit, the funds could reasonably

purposeswithin the meaning of section 501 (c) (3) of the Interndlavebeen expected to produce a positive net return to the client,
RevenueCode of 1986, as amended (or corresponding provisiogProvethe claim and remit directly to the claimaty sum of
of any future federal internal revenue laws), to be knowthas Interestremitted to the board on account of the funds; or
WisconsinTrust Account Foundation, Inc. (b) If, at the time otheir deposit, the funds could not reason
(2) The board shall consist &6 persons. The president of theably have been expected to produce a positive net return to-the cli
statebar shall appoint, with the approval of the state bar board&t, reject the claim and advise the claimant in writing of the
governors,9 attorney and non-attorney members who shallroundstherefor If there is subsequent litigation involving the
servestaggered 3-year terms. Ttleief justice shall appoint 3 claim, the board shall interplead any sum of interest remitted to the
membersgrom the Wsconsin judiciary who shall serve staggereéoardon account of the funds and skedsume the defense of the
2-yearterms. The terms of 3 attorney and one non—attorney meagtion.
bersshall expire each yeaNo person may serve more than 2 full  (5) The fund and program shall be audited by audiorsially

termsconsecutively andat such other times as the supreme court may directythies
(3) Each year the board shall select a board member to seybe at the expense of the program and fund. Each year the board
as chairperson at the pleasure of the board. shallsubmit to the supreme court and the state bar board of gover

(4) The board members shall serve without compensation @rsa report of its activities during the preceding y&aiuding
shall be entitledto reimbursement from the program for theithe audit, reviewing in detail the administration of the fund and the

expenseseasonably incurred in the performance of their dutieprogram.
History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd)4-05 2005 WI 35, 277 \ié. 2d xiil. History: Sup. Ct. Order Ncd4-05 2005 WI 35, 277 \. 2d xiii.
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SCR 13.04 INTEREST ON TRUST ACCOUNTS Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 2

SCR 13.04 Attorney participation in the program. (1) An paymentof the annual assessment for the first fiscal year during
attorney shall participate in the program as provided in SCRhich he or she is required to pay dues and assessments.

20:1.15unless: (2) CoLLECTION: FAILURE TO PAY. Theannual assessment shall
(a) The attorney certifies on the annual trust account statembearollected at the same time and in the same manner as the annual
filed with the state bar that: membershipglues for the state bare collected, together with the

1. Based on the attorneycurrent annual trust account experidssessmentmposed to pay the costs of the lawyer regulation sys
enceand information from thénstitution in which the attorney temand the continuing legal education function of the board of bar

depositstrust funds, service chgas on the account would equaXx@minersas set forth in SCR 10.03 (5) (a). An attorney who fails
or exceed any interest generated:; or to timely pay the annual assessment shall have his or hetaight

2. Because of the nature of the attorsgy’actice, the atter practicelaw suspended pursuant to SCR 10.03 (6). .
ney does not maintain a trust account; or (3) ReINsTATEMENT. An attorney suspended from the practice

(b) The board, on its own motion or upon application from ar?%filna}svtvaiginfg;:g&?stl? aﬁ?¥otr1sec:%n28aolaa(s§ri§sment may petition for

attorney,grants a waiver from participation in the program forigiory. " sup. Ct. Order N4-05 2005 Wi 35, 277 . 2d xii; Sup. Ct. Order
goodcause. No. 07-06 2008 WI 18, 304 \I¢. 2d xv

(2) The board may reimburse an attorney incurring service )
chargeson an account establishedder SCR 20:1.15 (c) (1) if the SCR 13.05 Grants. (1) The board may makgrants of avail
chargeavere reasonably and necessarily related to the attsrnegPlefunds held by the program to eligible programs for the pur
participationin the program. posesspecified in SCR 13.03 (2).

(3) Refusal or neglect by an attorney to participate in the pro (1m) Theboard may make grants of available funds held by
gram,except as provided under sub. (1), constitutes professiokg fund only to eligible programs for the purposes specified in
misconductand maybe grounds for disciplinary action under theSCR13.03 (2) (a) 1.
rulesgoverning enforcement of attorneys professional responsi (2) The board shall maintain a reasonable reserve in the fund

bility. andin the program.
(3) The board shall solicit applications for grants at least-annu
SCR 13.045 Assessment of attorneys for fund; enforce -  ally.

ment. (1) ANNUAL ASSESSMENTS. Commencingvith the State (4) The board shall promulgate writtemles and procedures
Bar's July 1, 2008 fiscal yeaevery attorney who is an activefor submission, review and approval of grant applications and for
memberor judicial member of the state bar shall pay to the fundrminationof grants.

anannual assessment, to be determined by the supreme court. TP'(g) The board shall require grantees to submit a refedatt
assessmenshall be $50.00. Emeritus members and inactiVRg application of the grant funds withinreasonable time after
membersf the state bar are excused from the anasséssment. the conclusion of the period for which the grant was made. The
An attorney whose annual stdtar membership dues are waivethoardmay require periodic interim reports at any tiraspecting

for hardship shall bexcused from the payment of the annug} particular grantee.

assessmerfor thatyear An attorney shall be excused from the History: Sup. Ct. Order Ndd4-05 2005 WI 35, 277 . 2d Xiii.
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